Transcript: Jason and BWBF Patron Jim Rosenthal talk about the life-changing impact of our apps
[Visual: a man in a black jumper is in a living room and picks up a harmonium, he is Jason]
Jason: I’m no different to anyone else. It’s just that my headlights don’t work. That’s the only difference. I’ve got the same needs, desires, wants, aspirations and fears that every other person on this planet has. I’m no different it’s just my eyes that don’t work.
[Jason starts playing the theme to The Godfather on the harmonium]
Jason: I’m as blind as the proverbial bat. I was given too much oxygen when I was born, which made me blind. So then obviously I need to find other ways to be able to access the same content that fully sighted people do. And that’s the beauty of BWBF. [Jason continues to play] Narrator’s voice, Jim Rosenthal: Our world isn’t designed for people living with sight loss.
[Visual of Jim Rosenthal, Sports Broadcaster and British Wireless for the Blind Fund Patron, seated in his study] Jim Rosenthal: For those who are partially sighted or blind, the British Wireless for the Blind Fund apps can be the key to a whole new outlook.
[Visual of Jason, seated on sofa putting on headphones and checking a device]
[Visual of Jason, British Wireless for the Blind Fund beneficiary, seated on the sofa in his house and talking]
Jason: BWBF has helped me in a whole plethora of ways. It’s helped me with my own mental wellbeing.
[Visual: Jason listening to audio through headphones] Jason: It’s an aid to the outside world, and it also keeps me company. And I’ve got music, I’ve got news, I’ve got sport. [Sound in the background of radio sports commentary] Voice of a football commentator: Into the area now on his left too, trying to find a position, which he does and shoots and scores! And it’s 4 – 0 to England!
Voice of Jim Rosenthal: It’s something that most of us take for granted. Jim Rosenthal sitting on the sofa, speaking to camer: but radio can be life-changing for anyone affected by sight loss. From personal experience, I know travelling the world, covering great sporting events, what a special friend audio can be. It enables you to follow your passions. Jason talking to interviewer: I see my daughters every other weekend and they really enjoy listening to football and just to sit down as a family, and listen to the radio together is a wonderful healing, beautiful thing.
[Visual: Painting on the wall of a red heart and the words ‘I Love Daddy’ XXX] Jason: I try to live life to the fullest ability that I can. I’ve played many sports, I’ve played football, I’ve done abseiling, I’ve done dragon boat racing, scuba diving.
[Visual: Jason going into the kitchen, collecting a water bottle, then packing it into a sports bag]
Jason: I play visually impaired tennis which every week, which obviously keeps me super fit and also gives me huge amount of enjoyment in my life. And again that’s thanks to BWBF because if they didn’t have that particular radio station, I would never have found out about it.
[Visual: Jason leaving the house]
Jim Rosenthal: The British Wireless for the Blind Fund connects people and their communities and their loved ones. They’re much more than an app, they’re a lifeline. [Visual: Jason wearing headphones]
Jim Rosenthal: They bring comfort and companionship. They bring people together. They create moments of absolute joy.
[Visual: Jason in the kitchen preparing food]
Voice in background of a radio broadcaster: Hello fans, football and some politics. The World Cup gets going for England and Wales
Jason: I use it every day. I use it when I’m cooking. I use it when I’m in the bath. It just gives me so much enjoyment, so much pleasure. [Visual: Jason sitting with headphones] Jason: It’s a huge part of my life. It’s a form of escapism.
[Visual: Jason talking while sitting on the sofa] Jason: and just overwhelming loveliness really.
Voice and words on screen of Jim Rosenthal: This is a small charity with big ambitions. With your support, British Wireless for the Blind Fund can do more to unlock a world of audio for people living with sight loss.
[Visual: Logo of British Wireless for the Blind Fund]
