
Ninety years ago this Christmas Sir Winston Churchill spoke to the people of 
Great Britain. He asked the nation to help him raise funds so that a new charity 
– British Wireless for the Blind Fund – could provide the miracle of radio, free of 
charge, to all blind people across the UK.

This miracle is still felt by so many of our beneficiaries today.

For Robert Grimwood from Glasgow his radio has been his constant companion. 

“My first radio from British Wireless changed my life 
completely.”  

“I suddenly had access to all these radio stations, it opened 
up the rest of the world to me and I could spend hours 
searching for new things to listen to.”

Robert has been supported by British Wireless since 1971 
after losing his sight as a baby. He feels nostalgic when 
thinking back to all the radios he has had from British 
Wireless over the years.  

THE MIRACLE 
OF RADIO

A section of Sir Winston 
Churchill’s original speech  
with his handwritten notes.     

”It’s so easy to 
use and gives 

me so much joy 
– it simply feels 

magic!” 



“I remember my first ever radio had  
wooden sides. My Dad and I used to sit 
together and listen to what was going  
on in our local area”

However, he admits his new Opus is by far 
a favourite. “I’ve not come across anything 
like this before. It is so simple and accessible, with 
everything available at the push of a button. I managed 
to set it up myself and it feels really nice in my hands.”

As a self-confessed ‘cricket nut’ Robert listens to his 
set for upwards of 12 hours a day. His radios have 
always felt like a constant in his life and never leave his 
side.  He’s even taken them on his travels to places such 
as France, Belgium and America.  

“It really is the most wonderful radio I’ve ever had – it’s in 
a league of its own.”

Thanks to Churchill, British Wireless is still providing a sense of freedom to 
over 3,500 people like Robert across the UK every year.

The tradition of a Christmas fundraising appeal continues to this day, and 
here you are reading the 90th version. 

I do hope Churchill would be proud of his legacy.

Please help us continue his work and make a donation this festive 
season. Let the Christmas miracle continue. 

Yours Sincerely,

Sue Cook 
BWBF Patron 

10 Albion Place, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 5DZ
Telephone: 01622 754757  •  Email: info@blind.org.uk • Web: www.blind.org.uk
REGISTERED CHARITY NO: 1078287 IN ENGLAND. SCOTTISH CHARITY NO: SC041582. REGISTERED AS A LIMITED COMPANY IN ENGLAND. COMPANY NO: 3870182

 Like us on Facebook   Follow us on Twitter @BritishWireless

“People losing 
their sight are 

going to feel lost. 
But the Opus is so 
easy to use – it’s 

magical!”


